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Extra Labor Allowance for Sweet Corn Growers Increased 


Secretary Jardine on March 30 approved an amendment to 
the regulations governing the $10,000,000 corn borer control 
campaign in Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New 
York, which provides a maximum compensation of $2 per acre 
for sweet corn to farmers performing extra work in the clean- 
up not included in the ordinary and usual farm operations. This 
decision affects approximately 25,000 acres of sweet corn. 

Upon the representations of sweet corn growers in the 
clean-up area and through investigation of the field situation by 
Federal and State officials cooperating in the campaign, the 
former maximum rate of $1 per acre for sweet corn was in- 
creased to $2 per acre, the rate already in effect for field corn. 
It was found that in many sections the disparity between clean- 
ing up fields of sweet corn and field corn was not enough to 
justify the difference in the maximum compensation proposed 
and that this difference was likely to be unfair in numerous 
instances to farmers with considerable acreage in sweet corn. 
In view of these facts, it was determined to place the maximum 
extra labor for sweet corn on a parity with that allowed for 
field corn. The extra labor allowance will be made only on the 
sworn statement of the farmer that such work has been per- 
formed in addition to the normal handling of the crop and up 
to a maximum of $2 per acre. 


Wholesale and Retail Trade in February 
The volume of trade of reporting wholesale firms continued 
to decline in February from the corresponding month of the 
previous year, and the Federal Reserve Board’s combined index 
of sales in six leading lines reached the lowest level for February 
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since 1922. Declines from last year were reported in all leading 
lines, except in sales of shoes. Sales of groceries were from 4 to 
5 per cent smaller than a year ago. Inventories in general in- 
creased slightly in February in anticipation of the seasonal ex- 
pansion that usually occurs in the early Spring, but compared 
with February a year ago stocks of groceries were smaller. Ac- 
counts receivable of reporting grocery firms outstanding at the 
end of February were generally smaller than at the end of the 
corresponding month of last year. 

Trade of retail stores was smaller in February than in Jan- 
uary, but the decline was less than usually occurs between Jan- 
uary and February. Compared with the corresponding period 
of last year, sales of department stores and chain stores were 
larger, while those of mail-order houses were smaller. Inven- 
tories carried by department stores showed about the usual sea- 
sonal increase in February, but they continued slightly smaller 
for the country as a whole than in the corresponding period of 
last year. 


New Bulletin Issued by Research Laboratory 


Copies of “Storage Temperatures for Canned Fruits’’ are 
mailed with this issue of the Information Letter to all members 
of the Association. Should any members fail to receive their 
copies they are requested to advise the Association, and others 
will be sent. 


Tomato Paste Exports from Florence 


The preparation of tomato paste for exportation is a re- 
cently established industry in the Florence consular district in 
Italy, according to a report from the American consul. The 
quantity of this product exported to the United States from the 
Florence district in 1926 reached 385,789 pounds, as against 
199,786 pounds in 1925, and 39,700 pounds in 1924. 


Malayan Pineapple Prices Raised 

The formation of the Singapore United Pineapple Packing 
Company, an association of Malayan packers, has resulted in a 
rise in the price of locally preserved pineapples, according to a 
report by the American consul at Singapore. Eighty per cent 
of the production is in 14% pound tins containing cube-cut fruit. 
The average prices per case of 4 dozen tins of this type destined 
to Great Britain have been as follows: 1922, $5.04; 1928, $4.48; 
1924, $3.64; 1925, $3.47; 1926, $3.47. About December 1, 1926, 
shortly after the formation of the Association, the price was 
raised to $3.77 per case, f. o. b. Singapore. 
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As an explanation of this rise in price, packers state that 
production is being reduced, namely from 1,205,000 case in 
1925 to 700,000 cases in 1926. There will be a further reduc- 
tion in 1927. This reduction is for the purpose of raising the 
quality, which means improvement in methods of slicing, qual- 
ity of sugar used, and discarding of imperfect fruit. Exclu- 
sive of the cost of the fruit and cartage, the Association calcu- 
lates the cost of canned pineapples at $2.52 per case. 


Notes on Publications of Interest to Canners 


The dwarfing, shriveling and dropping of cherries and 
prunes is discussed in Bulletin No. 540 of the New York State 
Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva. The bulletin, 
which was written by W. O. Gloyer, gives the result of obser- 
vations on the effect of different fungicides in causing the drop- 
ping and dwarfing of the fruit. The fungus constantly asso- 
ciated with the lesions on the pedicles of the English Morello 
cherry, it is stated, did not prove to be the causal agent of the 
condition described as the “small cherry.” 


Two articles of interest to the carrot grower appear in the 
Journal of Economic Entomology for June, 1926. 8S. C. Chand- 
ler of the Illinois State Natural History Survey and Halbert M. 
Harris of the Iowa State College describe weevils found in these 
two states and give data on their life history and the damage 
they cause. 

Many items which will be of interest to canners and which 
indicate the increased attention being given to growers of can- 
ners’ crops appear in the annual report of the Director of the 
Agricultural Experiment Station at Madison, Wisconsin, issued 
under the title “Gleanings from Science.” Among these ar- 
ticles are: “Home grown seed corn most satisfactory,” “Im- 
proving the quality of sweet corn pack,” “Breeding work with 
pea varieties,” “Maintaining purity of canning pea stock,” “Ex- 
periments with fruit trees,” “Natural parasites aid control of 
pea aphis,” “Insects in relation to plant diseases,” “New varie- 
ties of yellows-resistant cabbage,” “Nature of disease resistance 
in plants,” “Control of apple scab and cherry leaf spot,” “In- 
vestigation of pea blight,” “Diseases of canning beans,” “Inocu- 
lation of canning beans,” “Increased anti-rachitic properties of 
milk and eggs,” “Plant nutrition research,” “Losses of vitamin 
B in vegetables in cooking.” 

In Bulletin No. 348 of the Texas Agricultural Experiment 
Station there is given the result of a five-year study by J. J. 
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Taubenhaus, of a new Fusarium wilt of spinach in Texas. It 
was found that this wilt, although similar in appearance to that 
of the Idaho spinach wilt, was distinct from the latter and was 
prevalent in many parts of Texas. Soil temperature is an im- 
portant controlling factor in the spread of this wilt, and all 
varieties were found susceptible except the New Zealand spinach 
which was wholly resistant not only to wilt but also to high 
temperature. 


Trials with commercial varieties of canned peas during 1926 
are reported by A. N. Hume, in Bulletin 221 of the South Da- 
kota Agricultural Experiment Station at Brookings. Ten com- 
mercial strains of eight different varieties were tested in dupli- 
cate plots and the bulletin presents the results of these tests. 


California Asparagus Acreage 


The California Cooperative Crop Reporting Service has an- 
nounced that the area in asparagus for harvest in California 
this season totals 58,380 acres. Of this total, 55,300 acres are 
in the Delta and Sutter Basin district, 1,000 acres in the Men- 
dota district of Fresno county, 500 acres in Los Angeles county, 
and 1,580 acres in the Imperial Valley. Last year’s total area 
was 56,280 acres. 


Salt for Curing Fish Held Dutiable 


In a decision reported in Information Letter No. 173, 
(Treasury Decision 42050) the United States Customs Court 
held that certain lots of salt imported for curing fish taken in 
Canadian waters were dutiable, as the fish were not considered 
the product of American fisheries. 


From this decision the importers appealed to the Court of 
Customs Appeals, which has affirmed that decision. The higher 
Court did not pass upon the question whether the fish on which 
the salt was used were the product of American or Canadian 
fisheries, but rendered its decision on the ground that the im- 
porters had failed to comply with certain regulations prescribed 
by the Treasury Department. These regulations were held to 
be reasonable and the importer could not avoid paying duty un- 
less they were complied with. 


Patents and Patent Precedure Amendments 


Public Law No. 580, amending Section 4900, Revised Stat- 
utes, requires patent owners to mark their devices with the 
patent number instead of the patent date. This would greatly 
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simplify the obtaining of data at the Patent Office. Sometimes 
many hundred patents are granted the same day. Heretofore 
all of these would have to be looked over in order to find the in- 
formation desired. By the expedient of requiring the device 
to be marked with the patent number the search for informa- 
tion will be facilitated. 

Public Law No. 621, approved February 14, increases the 
Board of Examiners in Chief from five to six. It also provides 
that the fees for obtaining patents shall be same as heretofore 
except in cases where there are more than twenty claims. In 
such cases the fee is increased $1 for each claim in excess of 
twenty. Such fees are payable on filing. When the patent is 
granted an extra charge of $1 for each claim in excess of twenty 
is made on the printing and filing fee. 

Public Law No. 662 provides that where a suit is brought 
for the infringement of a patent and the patent is held valid 
and infringed but it has now expired, an appeal will be permit- 
ted to the Circuit Court of Appeals before the ordering of an 
accounting, instead of afterwards. Heretofore in such case the 
parties would have to go through an accounting proceeding, then, 
if the appellate court reversed the lower court, the accounting 
proceedings were entirely wasted. By permitting an appeal be- 
fore ordering an accounting this objection will be overcome and 
a material saving will result. 


In Public Law No. 690 is a provision that an applicant must 
respond to an official action or take an appeal within six months 
inslead of within a year as heretofore; and if his case is forteited, 
he must renew it within one year instead of within two years 
as was formerly provided. A further provision is to the effect 
that if the last day for taking any action or paying of any fee 
falls on Sunday or on a legal holiday the Patent Office may re- 
ceive the document or fee on the next succeeding business or 
secular day. 

Heretofore there has been an appeal to the Board of Ex- 
aminers in Chief and a second appeal to the Commissioner. A 
new Board of Appeals is provided, consisting of the Commis- 
sioner, the two Assistant Commissioners and the Examiners in 
Chief, any three of whom may constitute a quorum. This not 
only provides for a single appeal but makes it possible for two 
appellate boards to sit simultaneously. 

A change is also made in the procedure regarding appeals 
to the courts. Heretofore an applicaht could appeal to the Court 
of Appeals of the District of Columbia and if the court’s de- 
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cision was adverse he could then start de novo by filing a bill 
of complaint in the United States District Court under Section 
4915 R. S. and if the decision there was unfavorable he could 
appeal to the Circuit Court of Appeals. Under the new proce- 
dure he can make his election between appealing direct to the 
Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia or filing his bill 
in equity under Section 4915 R. S. But he cannot do both, as 
heretofore. Right of appeal to the Circuit Court of Appeals is 
permitted in the same way as under former procedure. 


An Every-Day Shelf 


In the April issue of “Good Housekeeping” there is an article 
by Dorothy B. Marsh, which points out the advantages of the 
emergency shelf, and particularly the convenience of having a 
well assorted stock of canned foods on hand at all times. The 
heading of the article states that at the Goud Housekeeping In- 
stitute the emergency shelf “is an every-day shelf.” 


Second Million-Car Week 


Loadings of revenue freight for the week ended on March 
19 exceeded the million-car mark, the total being 1,006,861 cars, 
an increase of 29,843 cars over the corresponding week last year 
and of 95,380 cars over the corresponding week in 1925. 


Shipping Board Drops Investigation 


The Shipping Board has decided to dismiss its investiga- 
tion into the practice of carriers by water granting so-called con- 
tract rates to shippers contracting to ship exclusively via their 
lines. Investigation was instituted last summer to determine 
the legality under the Shipping Act of the practice of granting 
lower rates to shippers agreeing to ship exclusively via their 
lines. 


New Fish-Preserving Process Reported 


The Department of Commerce has received from its 
Paris Office information regarding several new canning process- 
es invented by Mr. Jaq Mario Avanzi, 15 rue Lamennais, Paris. 
Mr. Jaq is an Italian, and has devised his system with the idea 
of rendering the canning of fish more practical in tropical coun- 
tries. At the present time a stock company is being organized, 
and a prospectus of the proposed operations has been received 
by the Department of Commerce. — 


: 
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Among the new ideas suggested is the use of a rotating table 
which acts as a centrifuge to remove blood from the body of 
the fish. The fish is placed on a table with the tail toward the 
center, and as the table is revolved a solution of salt is injected 
into the fish with a hypodermic needle inserted near the tail. It 
is claimed that the blood can be removed in about five minutes. 

For cooking, the use of steam chambers held at low tem- 
peratures, is devised. The fish are sliced, placed on wire trays, 
and cooked by wet steam kept at a temperature of below 212° F. 
The fish move through the cooking chamber on cars which bear 
a number of screens. A similar arrangement supplied with cur- 
rents of hot air is used to dry the slices. 

In order to insure a thorough permeation of oil into the 
fish and to reduce the time for such permeation, the fish in the 
can are run through a vacuum chamber, and while in the cham- 
ber oil is added by automatic devices. It is claimed that this 
operation takes but a few minutes and guarantees a complete 
filling of the box with oil and the elimination of waste. Steriliz- 
ing is done under pressure in a tube from 5 to 15 feet long and 
approximately 2 feet in diameter. This is built and operated 
like the usual horizontal retort in this country. 


A translation of the prospectus is on file in the Foodstuffs 
Division, but the essential points are covered in the above out- 
line. If further details are desired the Department of Commerce 
advises they should be obtained from the inventor. The system 
has been patented in Italy and a number of other countries, and 
applications for patents have been made in most of the other 
large countries. 


Porto Rican Pineapple Prices 


San Juan pineapple prices are stronger, according to a 
cable received by the Department of Commerce. Priccs for 
grapefruit paid by Porto Rican canneries have reached $40 per 
ton. 


A Fishy Tale 


That visions of easy money have a singular effect on verac- 
ity has been demonstrated quite frequently in the investigation 
of consumer complaints. Among recent examples is the man in 
an eastern city who claimed to have been made quite ill by some 
canned fish eaten at noon lunch—so ill, in fact, that he told his 
boss all about it and the sympathetic boss said to take things 
easy for the rest of the day. Later he saw a doctor, too, and took 
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a laxative. Also, he saw a lawyer, and the lawyer wrote the 
packer, not demanding anything but putting himself in a recep- 
tive attitude for whatever the packer’s generosity, or perhaps 
fear, might suggest. 

The doctor verified the fact that the complainant had con- 
sulted him. The boss emphatically denied that the man had 
ever said a word to him about his illness. Fellow employees, 
whose names the complainant sought as witnesses to his illness 
after eating lunch with them, ridiculed him for his effort. His 
employers laughed outright at the suggestion that he was going 
to sue for damages. The foreman summed it up: “He will lie 
or cheat to get a nickle anytime.” 


Delving a little further, the investigator found that the same 
family once threatened to sue for damages because they found 
a cockroach in some butter. They consulted a lawyer, who wise- 
ly advised dropping the case when it developed that the butter 
was sold in a wrapped package. No more was heard about the 
butter. The fish case came next. Evidently something else will 
have to be tried, and the technique of acquiring witnesses and 
damages improved. 


